


Skip to content

		
					
						
					
			
						
				
														
							[image: Death Penalty FOCUS logo; the words 'Death Penalty' in crimson red, with the word 'FOCUS' beneath, and a semi-circular black swash suggestive of a camera lens or a magnifying glass superimposed atop the words. The portion of the red 'Death Penalty' visible outside the magnifying glass is blurred, and the portions within are in focus.]								
													

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
			
			
			
				
																
										
									



							


				

				

				

				
				
			
			
					Home
	About
	DPF Mission Statement
	Our Team
	Our Board of Directors



	News & Updates
	Facts
	California Death Penalty Facts
	Women on Death Row
	Resources
	The Death Penalty Worldwide



	Awards
	⭐ 2024 Awards Dinner – TICKETS & MORE
	2021-2023 Awards Dinner Videos
	Prior Award Recipients & Honorees (1996–2023)



	Join Us
	Donate
	Sign Up
	Volunteer
	Petitions
	Contact
	Media Inquiries



	Donate

			
					
						Menu
		

					
					Home
	About
	DPF Mission Statement
	Our Team
	Our Board of Directors



	News & Updates
	Facts
	California Death Penalty Facts
	Women on Death Row
	Resources
	The Death Penalty Worldwide



	Awards
	⭐ 2024 Awards Dinner – TICKETS & MORE
	2021-2023 Awards Dinner Videos
	Prior Award Recipients & Honorees (1996–2023)



	Join Us
	Donate
	Sign Up
	Volunteer
	Petitions
	Contact
	Media Inquiries



	Donate

			
				

				

					

		

					

		
				

		


	
	
				
						
							

							
					
			
						
							

							
					
			
						
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
							Webinar:
						

				

				
				
			
"Inside the Killing Machine" – A spiritual advisor’s decades on death watch.
		

				

				
				
			Video & Resources are Available
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			A Conversation on “The Torture of Solitary Confinement”
		

				

				
				
			Now available On-Demand
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
						Watch On-Demand
		
					
		

				

				

					

		

					

		
				
							

							
					
			
						
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
			Making a Murderer: False Confessions, Wrongful Convictions
		

				

				
				
			Now available On-Demand
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			Webinar: Lethal Injection Lies
		

				

				
				
			Now available On-Demand
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			Torture and the Death Penalty: in Recognition of World Day Against the Death Penalty
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			News and Updates
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
			Catch the latest death penalty news on the DPF blog...
		

				

				
				
					
 
		 
								 
 					
 
															

								
 
							 
							
								 
									Blog  DPF Announcements  Headlines  Updates 
								
								
								“SCOTUS’ guardrails have given way to removing roadblocks,” says a USF law professor
		
								
									In her essay in Politico Magazine, USF School of Law Professor Lara Bazelon says the downward trend in death sentences...								

								Read More   
								  
						 

 
				 	

			 
								 
 					
 
															

								
 
							 
							
								 
									The Focus 
								
								
								Florida prosecutor seeks death penalty in sex abuse case in a test of a new state law
		
								
									A Florida prosecutor announced late last month that he will seek the death penalty in a child sexual assault case....								

								Read More   
								  
						 

 
				 	

			 
								 
 					
 
															

								
 
							 
							
								 
									Headlines  Updates 
								
								
								CA Gov. Gavin Newsom grants 37 pardons; 18 commutations
		
								
									CA Gov. Gavin Newsom grants 37 pardons; 18 commutations Late last month, California Gov. Gavin Newsom announced he pardoned 37...								

								Read More   
								  
						 

 
				 	

			 
								 
 					
 
															

								
 
							 
							
								 
									Uncategorized 
								
								
								While we’re on the subject . . . .
		
								
									The death penalty “is state-sanctioned homicide, wholly ineffective, often botched, and a much more expensive punishment than life imprisonment. There...								

								Read More   
								  
						 

 
				 	

			 
								 
 					
 
							 
							
								 
									The Focus 
								
								
								In brief: March 2024
		
								
									In Georgia, corrections officials killed Willie James Pye last week, the state’s first execution since 2000. The 59-year-old Pye was...								

								Read More   
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			The California Committee on Revision of the Penal Code’s recommendation to eliminate the death penalty is so significant that, “ When the story is told about how the death penalty was abolished in California, the work of a little-known legislative committee will deserve an entire chapter,” DPF board member Stephen Rohde declares.
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			After Trump's rush of executions, President Biden and a Democratic Congress want to abolish the federal death penalty
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			Two prominent voices, one a former Democratic US senator, the other a former Republican-appointed US attorney, call on President Biden to commute all federal death sentences, writing that “the death penalty . . . is no longer the polarizing issue it once was.”
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			Upcoming Events
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			We are not just names and numbers
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I’m grateful to Death Penalty Focus and other organizations, religious and secular, that are faithfully keeping my hope alive. The arc of justice bends slowly — and can sometimes be deflected — but continues to bend toward justice… and mercy.









								

														Chip Sharpe
		
							Supporter of Death Penalty Focus
	
							Read More  
 
 
				 	

			 
								   
 					
 
															

								
 
							 
 															
									To me, supporting the abolition of the death penalty gives me the chance to let those men and women on death row know that I still see them.  I see them not as the worst thing they have ever done but as someone who still has a heart just like mine.

								

														Colleen Tracy
		
							Supporter of Death Penalty Focus
	
							Read More  
 
 
				 	

			 
								   
 					
 
															

								
 
							 
 															
									I believe nobody has the right to take anyone’s life no matter the crime. I believe in redemption & mercy and yes, re integration into society if at all possible.

								

														Gerlind Kennedy
		
							Supporter of Death Penalty Focus
	
							Read More  
 
 
				 	

			 
								
  
 


				

				

					

		

					

		
					

		

					

		
				

				
					

			


	


			
					
						
					
			
					

						
						
					
			
						
				
			Together we can end the death penalty
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							Death Penalty Focus
500 Capitol Mall
Suite 2350
Sacramento, CA 95814
						

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
							Tel: 415-243-0143
information@deathpenalty.org
Federal Tax ID# 95-4153420
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							In Special Consultative Status with the UN Economic and Social Council since 2017
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